Formation Friday July 24, 2026 (en espafiol abajo)
Getting to Know the OFS Ritual (Part 7)

Becoming familiar with the contents of the OFS ritual can be an important part of our ongoing formation. Part
seven of our series focuses on using the writings of St. Francis offered in the Ritual for fraternity or personal
meditation and discussion. By doing this we hope to get to know our Seraphic Father better.

The Writings of St. Francis

You can find the writings referred to here (and more) in the 1985 Ritual (pp. 67-80), the updated 2024 Ritual
(pp. 115-135), and the website of the Franciscan Intellectual Tradition Table of Contents.
(https://tinyurl.com/bdepyffe)

Using the Ritual for ongoing formation (Examples for focus and discussion.)

When we read the writings of St. Francis we read for general inspiration, but we also have several other
important purposes. Different readings reveal different aspects of the Franciscan charism and St. Francis’s
manner of remaining faithful to God and to his brothers and sisters.

Keep the following in mind when reading any of the 30 writings actually written or dictated by St. Francis. Every
reading may not answer every question, but by keeping them in mind you will get to know better St. Francis
and the charism we have professed to live.

+What does this reading tell me about Francis’s spirituality? (The Incarnation, the Eucharist, the Trinity)
+What does it tell me about his relationship to his blossoming order?

+What does it tell me about his relationship to the Church?

+What does it tell me about his relationship to God the Father? Jesus? The Holy Spirit?

+What does it tell me about his relationship to creation?

+What does it tell me about his relationships to those who are not wanted or loved?

+What does it tell me about his relationship to possessions?

+What does it tell me about transformation and conversion?

You can choose any of the readings (2024 ed. pp. 115-135 or 1985 ed. pp. 67-80) Check the table of contents
of the Franciscan Intellectual Tradition website (link above) to read online. We have suggested a few of the
readings here to start you off, but please spend some time individually and/or with your fraternity reading all of
the readings and discussing the above questions.

Later Admonition and Exhortation To the Brothers and Sisters of Penance
(Second Version of the Letter to the Faithful) FA:ED, Vol. |, pp. 46-50

FOCUS: Verses: 22 - 27, 30 - 34

“We must, of course, confess all our sins to a priest and receive the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus

Christ from him. Whoever does not eat His flesh and drink His blood cannot enter the kingdom of God. But let
him eat and drink worthily because anyone who receives unworthily, not distinguishing, that is, not discerning,
the Body of the Lord, eats and drinks judgment on himself.”

FOCUS: Verses: 61 — 62

“ Let every creature in heaven, on earth, in the sea and in the depths, give praise, glory, honor and blessing To
Him Who suffered so much, Who has given and will give in the future every good, for He is our power and
strength, Who alone is good, Who alone is almighty, Who alone is omnipotent, wonderful, glorious and Who
alone is Holy worthy of praise and blessing through endless ages. Amen”

Next week we will interrupt our series to highlight the Portiuncula Indulgence. The final installment will follow

in August. Ritual 2024 edition in English may be purchased from the Gospel to Life Bookstore.
https://gospel-to-life-bookstore.square.site/product/ritual-of-the-secular-franciscan-order/65?cs=true&cst=custom
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Formacion 24 de julio, 2026
Descubriendo el Ritual de la OFS (Parte 7)

Familiarizarnos con el contenido del Ritual de la OFS puede ser una parte importante de nuestra formacién
permanente. La séptima parte de nuestra serie se centra en el uso de los escritos de San Francisco que
figuran en el Ritual para la meditacion y el debate en la fraternidad o a titulo personal. Con ello esperamos
conocer mejor a nuestro Padre Serafico.

Los escritos de San Francisco

Se pueden encontrar los escritos completos de San Francisco, Sta. Clara y mucho mas en el sitio
franciscanos.org (https://franciscanos.org/ )

Tenga en cuenta lo siguiente al leer cualquiera de los 30 escritos redactados o dictados por San Francisco.
Puede que no todas las lecturas respondan a todas las preguntas, pero si las tiene presentes, llegara a
conocer mejor a San Francisco y el carisma que nos hemos comprometido a vivir.

+¢Qué me dice esta lectura sobre la espiritualidad de Francisco? (La Encarnacion, la Eucaristia, la Trinidad)
+¢Qué me dice sobre su relacion con su orden que estaba en pleno auge?

+¢,Qué me dice sobre su relacion con la Iglesia?

+¢Qué me dice sobre su relacion con Dios Padre? ¢,Con Jesus? ¢, Con el Espiritu Santo?

+¢Qué me dice sobre su relacion con la creacion?

+¢,Qué me dice sobre su relacion con aquellos que no son queridos ni aceptados?

+¢,Qué me dice sobre su relacion con los bienes materiales?

+¢Qué me dice sobre la transformacién y la conversién?

Puede elegir cualquiera de los escritos de Francisco que se encuentran en la pagina web franciscanos.org.
Aqui le hemos sugerido algunas lecturas para que empiece, pero le animamos a que dedique algo de tiempo,
ya sea a individualmente o con su fraternidad, a leer todos sus escritos y a debatir o meditar en las preguntas
anteriores.

CARTA A LOS FIELES Il [CtaF2] (Segunda redaccién) https://franciscanos.org/esfa/ctaf2.html

ENFOCARSE: Versiculos: 22 — 27, 30 — 34

«Ciertamente debemos confesar al sacerdote todos nuestros pecados; y recibamos de él el cuerpo y la sangre
de nuestro Sefior Jesucristo. 2Quien no come su carne y no bebe su sangre (cf. Jn 6,55. 57), no puede entrar
en el reino de Dios (Jn 3,5). ?*Sin embargo, que coma y beba dignamente, porque quien lo

recibe indignamente, come y bebe su propia condenacion,

ENFOCARSE: Versiculos: 61 — 62

61 «Y a aquel que tanto ha soportado por nosotros, que tantos bienes nos ha traido y nos traera en el futuro, y
a Dios, toda criatura que hay en los cielos, en la tierra, en el mar y en los abismos rinda alabanza, gloria,
honor y bendicion (cf. Ap 5,13), ?porque él es nuestro poder y nuestra fortaleza, y sélo él es bueno, sdlo él
altisimo, solo él omnipotente, admirable, glorioso y solo él santo, laudable y bendito por los infinitos siglos de
los siglos. Amény.

La semana que viene interrumpiremos nuestra serie para hablar de la indulgencia de la Porciuncula. La
ultima entrega se publicara en agosto.

La ediciéon de 2024 de «Ritual» en inglés se puede adquirir en la Gospel to Life Bookstore.
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