Formation Friday August 14, 2026
Mary, In the Franciscan Tradition: Solemnity of the Assumption — August 15

St. Francis held profound devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary because of her role in the Incarnation and the
example she offered of total openness to God. He named her Protectress and Advocate of the entire
Franciscan family. The Secular Franciscan Rule and Constitutions place her at the heart of our vocation.

Rule, Article 9: “The Virgin Mary, humble servant of the Lord, was open to his every word and call. She was
embraced by Francis with indescribable love and declared the protectress and advocate of his family. The
Secular Franciscans should express their ardent love for her by imitating her complete self-giving and by
praying earnestly and confidently.”

Mary’s self-giving, listening, and prayer form the primary model of Gospel living for Secular Franciscans.
Devotion to her is a hallmark of our identity and a path that always leads us to Christ.

OFS Constitutions: Article 16.1, .2: Mary, Mother of Jesus, is the model of listening to the Word and of
faithfulness to vocations. We, like Francis, seek all the gospel virtues realized in her.

The brothers and sisters should cultivate intense love for the most holy virgin, imitation, prayer, and filial
abandonment. They should manifest their own devotion with expressions of genuine faith, in forms accepted
by the Church.

Mary is the model of fruitful and faithful love for the entire ecclesial community. Secular Franciscans and their
fraternities should seek to live the experience of Francis, who made the Virgin the guide of his activity. With
her, like the disciples at Pentecost, they should welcome the Spirit to create a community of love.

A Salutation of the Blessed Virgin Mary: FA:ED, vol. 1, p. 163 (St. Francis)

'Hail, O Lady, >Hail His Robe!

Holy Queen, Hail His Servant!

Mary, holy Mother of God, Hail His Mother!

Who are the Virgin made Church,? ®And hail all You holy virtues

2chosen by the most Holy Father in heaven which are poured into the hearts of the faithful
whom he consecrated with His most holy beloved through the grace and enlightenment of the Holy
Son Spirit,

and with the Holy Spirit the Paraclete, that from being unbelievers,

%in whom there was and is You may make them faithful to God.

all fullness of grace and every good. These titles show how Francis saw Mary as the
“Hail His Palace! dwelling place of God, the model of every

Hail His Tabernacle! Christian, and the one in whom “there was and
Hail His Dwelling! is all fullness of grace and every good.”

Reflection for the Assumption: As we celebrate Mary’s entrance into heavenly glory, we renew our
commitment to imitate her humility, her listening heart, and her joyful surrender to God’s will. May she continue
to be our Protectress, Guide, and Mother.

Questions for Sharing
e What qualities of Mary attract you most?
e Whatis Mary’s role in your life and in the Church?
e How does devotion to Mary strengthen your Franciscan vocation?
e What does Francis’ Salutation of the Blessed Virgin teach you about prayer?


https://digitalcollections.franciscantradition.org/document/bx4700-f6f722-1999/francis_of_assisi_early_documents_-_the_saint/1999-00-00?pageNo=163

Formacién 14 de agosto, 2026
Maria en la Tradicion Franciscana: Solemnidad de la Asuncién—15 agosto

San Francisco tenia una profunda devocion a la Santisima Virgen Maria por su papel en la Encarnacion y por
el ejemplo que nos dio de apertura total a Dios. La declaré Protectora y Abogada de toda la familia
franciscana, y la Regla y las Constituciones de la OFS la situan en el corazdn de nuestra vocacion.

Regla, Articulo 9

“La Virgen Maria, humilde sierva del Sefior, siempre atenta a su palabra y a todas sus mociones, fue para San
Francisco centro de indecible amor, y por él declarada Protectora y Abogada de su familia. Los Franciscanos
seglares den testimonio de su ardiente amor hacia Ella, por la imitacion de su disponibilidad incondicional, y
en la efusion de una confiada y consciente oracion.”

La entrega, escucha, y oracién de Maria son el modelo principal de vivir el Evangelio para los franciscanos
seglares. La devocion a Ella es un sello distintivo de nuestra identidad y siempre nos conduce a Cristo.

Constituciones Generales de la OFS, Articulo 16.1-2

Maria es modelo de escucha de la Palabra, fidelidad a la vocacion y amor fecundo para la Iglesia. Como
Francisco, buscamos en Ella todas las virtudes evangélicas. Cultivamos amor intenso, imitacién, oracion, y
entrega filial, manifestando nuestra devociéon en formas aceptadas por la Iglesia.

Constituciones Generales de la OFS: Articulo 16.1, .2: Maria, Madre de Jesus, es el modelo para escuchar la
Palabra y ser fieles a la vocacion: en Ella, como Francisco, vemos realizadas todas las virtudes evangélicas.
Los hermanos cultiven el amor intenso a la Santisima Virgen, la imitacion, la oracion y la entrega filial.
Manifiesten la propia devocién con expresiones de fe genuina en las formas aceptadas por la Iglesia.

Maria es modelo de amor fecundo vy fiel para toda la comunidad eclesial. Los franciscanos seglares y las
Fraternidades busquen vivir la experiencia de Francisco, que hizo de la Virgen guia de su vida y de su obra;
con Ella, como los discipulos en Pentecostés, acojan el Espiritu para realizarse en comunidad de amor.

Saludo a la bienaventurada Virgen Maria [SalVM]
http://franciscanos.org/esfa/salvm.html

Salve, Sefiora,

santa Reina, >Salve, vestidura suya;
santa Madre de Dios, salve, esclava suya;
Maria, que eres virgen hecha iglesia salve, Madre suya

2y elegida por el santisimo Padre del cielo,

a la cual consagrd El con su santisimo amado Hijo

y el Espiritu Santo Paraclito,

3en la cual estuvo y estd toda la plenitud de la gracia y
todo bien.

4Salve, palacio suyo;

salve, taberndculo suyo;

salve, casa suya.

by todas vosotras, santas virtudes,

que sois infundidas por la gracia e iluminacién del Espiritu
Santo

en los corazones de los fieles,

para que de infieles

hagais fieles a Dios.

Reflexion para la Asuncion: Al celebrar la entrada de Maria en la gloria celestial, renovamos nuestro
compromiso de imitar su humildad, su corazén atento y su entrega gozosa a la voluntad de Dios. Que Ella
continte siendo nuestra Protectora, Guia y Madre.

Preguntas para Compartir
e ;Qué cualidades de Maria le atraen mas?
e ;Cudl es el papel de Maria en su vida y en la vida de la Iglesia?
e ;Como fortalece su devocion a Maria su vocacion franciscana?
e ;Qué le ensena este Saludo sobre la oraciéon?


http://franciscanos.org/esfa/salvm.html

