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Message from Regional Minister 

My Brothers and Sisters; time is coming and 

going fast. Now that we are being allowed to 

open our fraternities and able to have 

Visitations and Elections, we are more 

joyous, because we can see each other face 

to face. We will meet, but still have 

precautions in place and are free to make 

our decisions in each fraternity as how you 

will manage your gatherings. If you can see 

our Visitations and Elections schedule has 

been sent to you and dates are posted. 

Please, if any changes need to be made, we 

can do that, do not worry we are open and 

will always be open to any request that you 

may have. Our Region has been blessed and 

you have made it what it is. 

  

IN LOVING MEMORY OF VICKA 

EARL, OFS, WE DEDICATE THIS 

ISSUE TO HER. EDITOR OF LA 

TILMA, 2006-2017 

As elections come your way you will see who 

and how your fraternity will be guided by 

your new elected council. Remember we 

work as a council, and the council will make 

decisions for the fraternity. The Minister will 

be the voice and will always represent you all 

and the direction that the fraternity decides 

to go forward for the growth in the 

Franciscan family and the fraternity.  

There is so much to share with you, the only 

way what I feel for you can be expressed 

more from my heart is by being with you in 

person. In our May Chapter meeting, this 

Regional Council decided to remain in our 

current position as needed. With a heavy 

heart our Sister Vicka Earl, OFS Reg. 

Treasurer (who is praying for us in heaven) 

will be missed dearly. She was a very 

dedicated SECULAR FRANCISCAN. We can 

look up to her by the example she gave us. 

She was straight forward, strong and stern in 

her way of life but most of all she loved the 

ORDER and with the Order, as Our Father 

Francis said on the time of his death “and 

after the Lord gave me brothers and no one 

showed me what I had to do.”  We shall pray 

for her Soul and all our departed Franciscan 

family.  

God Bless, your Sister  

Paz y Bien, SofiaOFS       



 

 

MESSAGE/GREETINGS 

 Dearest sisters and brothers in St. Francis -- 

I recall that it's been quite a while since 

I read the first biography of our 

beloved father, Francis of Assisi, from 

the pen of Thomas of Celano [cheh-

LAH-no].  I am, also, reminded of the 

occasional promise I make to myself to 

read a life of Saint Francis during the 

Season of Lent.  (Guess which 

biography I'll be reflecting on 

for this Lent?) 

      The source of the above-mentioned 

inspiration came from a daybook I've 

been reading. As is customary with 

daybooks--Christian ones, anyway--

there is an overall, master theme (in 

this case: "Peace and Good Through 

the Year with Francis of Assisi") that is 

broken into daily segments for 

information, contemplation, and 

transformation.  As is the case 

in this daybook, the segments are 

focused through a monthly theme. 

        What struck me during certain 

days for one month, was how the theme 

throughout the days ("Fraternity and 

Charity") blossomed for my reflection 

of (and challenge to) living.  While I 

could blame my inattention on many 

things (COVID-19+, senior aging, 

uneventfulness of life, etc.), my real 

reason for vocational daydreaming 

was/is . . . taking the Good Lord for 

granted.  Too often the trials of my life 

were not off-track.  After all, compared 

to many souls, I am blessed with peace 

and well-being.  For me, this blessing 

of being well affords me time to invite 

and act upon the Gift of Courage.  If my 

baptismal life is not a challenge to identify 

and live for Christ, then I'm missing 

something in my call/vocation to follow 

Him through the example of St. Francis in 

text and prayer, and my sisters and brothers 

in the dynamic reality of fraternal 

community. 

        As we continue to read  

just to being a Christian-Franciscan 

family during this challenge (which 

continues to go "viral") of laying down 

our lives for our sisters and brothers, 

may we be vessels of patience and 

hope. 
 

        Br. Gordon Boykin, OFM 
        Provincial-Regional Spiritual  

  Assistant    
 

Gigi Gregory, OFS 
Here we are ready to herald Fall in next 

month.  I think we all look forward to the 

crispness in the air and the cooler 

temperatures that the Fall brings.   

We also celebrate Transitus in October, 

then Remembrance ceremonies for our 

dearly departed in November and soon after 

the celebration of the Birth of Our Lord!  We 

have seven elections and visitations 

scheduled.  We are in store for a very active 

and busy Fall and Winter.  

I will leave you with this: 

“Peace, it does not mean to be in a place 

where there is no noise, trouble, or hard 

work, it means to be in the midst of those 

things and still be calm in your heart.” 

To all my brothers and sisters, I send my 

love and prayers! 

Your Regional Vice Minister, Gigi  



 

 

 

Algunas claves de la Espiritualidad Franciscana 

hhttp://www.asissarea.org/index.php/es/algunas-claves-de-la-espiritualidad-franciscana 

Desde siempre se ha atribuido a Francisco el don de haber sabido leer en su momento histórico lo nuclear del evangelio 

de Jesús. Se le ha considerado una puerta de acceso y de acercamiento a Jesús. Por eso creemos que también hoy tiene 

mucha actualidad y puede ayudarnos en este momento histórico, convulso como el suyo, a acercarnos a Jesús y a los 

valores nucleares del evangelio para encontrar allí el sentido profundo que Francisco encontró. Tenemos la convicción 

de que la espiritualidad franciscana es una relectura de lo cristiano que puede darnos luces en nuestras diversas 

búsquedas personales. Por tanto, se la considera, no como un fin en sí misma, sino como camino para facilitar una 

comprensión actual de la fe cristiana o para profundizar en ella. 

La espiritualidad franciscana nos remite a la vida de Francisco de Asís y al significado que ha tenido en la historia del 

franciscanismo. Quisiéramos resumir en este apartado algunas claves de espiritualidad franciscana. Lo queremos hacer 

de una manera muy sintética y con lenguaje actual. Por eso, este resumen no tiene pretensiones de exhaustividad ni 

de interpretación científica. Son simplemente unos apuntes introductorios que persiguen sugerir la vigencia y 

actualidad del mensaje de Francisco de Asís, ocho siglos después. Francisco de Asís es mucho más de lo que aquí se 

expresa; pero conocerlo de una manera más profunda es uno de los alicientes de este camino que ahora se inicia. 

1.1. La búsqueda personal del Absoluto 

“¿Quién eres tú, Dios, ¿y quién soy yo?”. Francisco fue un hombre de búsquedas y preguntas que le llevaron al 

encuentro y la relación personal con Dios. “Señor, ¿qué quieres que yo haga?”. En este proceso de preguntas y 

búsquedas va intuyendo que su camino es ser seguidor de Jesús y de su Palabra evangélica. La espiritualidad 

franciscana implica una voluntad de relación incesante y personalizada con Dios y de seguimiento de la vida de Jesús 

mediante la escucha y lectura de su Palabra. 

1.2. La humildad 

La humildad en la vida de Francisco se plasma en diferentes movimientos: humildad ante Dios, pobreza espiritual; 

humildad ante uno mismo para conocerse verdaderamente; y humildad con los otros: minoridad como comunión de 

vida. Renuncia, en definitiva, a toda pretensión de poder espiritual o material. La espiritualidad franciscana es 

interpelación que nos invita a afrontar la vida y nuestras dificultades y posibilidades desde un profundo sentido de la 

humildad, es decir, desde la conciencia de nuestra verdadera limitación. Nos invita a ser pobres, conscientes de nuestra 

verdad y menores como itinerario de autenticidad espiritual, personal, vital y convivencial. 

1.3. La solidaridad 

Francisco encuentra en Dios el sumo bien. Tanto amor no se puede esconder. Es para agradecerlo y compartirlo. El 

regalo de Dios se convierte en empeño a favor de los otros, nos hace ser mensajeros de la paz y el bien. Poder anunciar 

a cada hombre y a cada mujer que “Tú también eres amado por Dios” y no sólo decírselo, sino plasmar con nuestro 

comportamiento una solidaridad humana que le permita comprobarlo. La espiritualidad franciscana en la vida concreta 

de cada persona es vivencia agradecida y humilde de entrega, compromiso, generosidad y altruismo con los otros, 

especialmente con los últimos. El franciscanismo es expresión de los resortes ocultos en los que anida la bondad de 

cada hombre y cada mujer, y es anuncio de la paz y el bien que Dios nos ofrece. 

1.4. La fraternidad 

Vivir la fraternidad es una clave central en el itinerario de Francisco de Asís. Fraternidad en la propia orden: “ninguno 

tenga potestad o dominio sobre los demás”; fraternidad con la iglesia, para vivir la comunión eclesial; y fraternidad 

universal: la creación, los seres humanos, el mundo, la naturaleza, las dificultades, la alegría… todo se vuelve 

fraternidad. Buscando a Dios se encuentra con un nuevo corazón. Aprende a mirar todo con los ojos y la mirada de 

Jesús. La espiritualidad franciscana es una vocación de apertura a esa nueva mirada fraterna y no violenta con la 

dignidad humana de cada persona y con todo lo que nos rodea. 

 



 

 

   

Some key Points to the Franciscan Spirituality 

Francis has always been credited with the gift of knowing how to read the core of the Gospel of Jesus in his historical 

moment. He has been considered a door of access and approach to Jesus. That is why we believe that he is also very 

topical today and can help us in this historic moment, convulsed like his, to get closer to Jesus and to the core values 

of the Gospel to find there the deep meaning that Francis found in it. We are convinced that Franciscan Spirituality is 

a rereading of what is Christian and that it can shed light on our various personal searches. Therefore, it is considered, 

not as an end in itself, but as a way to facilitate a current understanding of the Christian faith or to deepen it. 

Franciscan spirituality brings us to the life of Francis of Assisi and the significance it had in the history of 

Franciscanism. We would like to summarize in this section some key points to the Franciscan Spirituality. We want 

to do it in a very synthetic way and with current language. Therefore, this summary is not intended to be exhaustive 

or scientific. Here, we simply have some introductory notes that seek to suggest the validity and timeliness of the 

message of Francis of Assisi, eight centuries later. Francis of Assisi is much more that what it is expressed here, but 

to know him in a much deeper way is one of the incentives of this path that begins here. 

1.1. The personal search for the Absolute 

"Who are you, God, and who am I?" Francis was a man of searches and questions that led him to meet and have a 

personal relationship with God. "Lord, what do you want me to do?" In this process of questions and searches, he 

begins to sense that his path is to be a follower of Jesus and of his evangelical Word. Franciscan spirituality implies a 

desire for an incessant and personalized relationship with God and to follow the life of Jesus by listening to and reading 

his Word. 

1.2. Humility 

Humility in the life of Francis is reflected in different movements: humility before God, spiritual poverty; humility 

before oneself to truly know oneself; and humility with others: minority as a communion of life. In short, he renounces 

any claim to spiritual or material power. Franciscan spirituality is a challenge that invites us to face life and our 

difficulties and possibilities from a deep sense of humility, that is, from the awareness of our true limitation. It invites 

us to be poor, aware of our truth and minors as an itinerary of spiritual, personal, vital and convivial authenticity. 

1.3. Solidarity 

Francis finds the highest good in God; so much love cannot be hidden. It is made to give thanks for it and to share it. 

God's gift becomes an endeavor in favor of others, it makes us messengers of peace and good. Being able to announce 

to each man and each woman that "You are also loved by God" and not only tell them, but shape with our behavior a 

human solidarity that allows them to experience it. Franciscan spirituality in the concrete life of each person is a 

grateful and humble experience of dedication, commitment, generosity and altruism with others, especially with the 

least. Franciscanism is an expression of the hidden springs in which the goodness of each man and each woman nests, 

and it is an announcement of the peace and good that God offers us. 

1.4. Fraternity 

Living fraternity is a central key in the itinerary of Francis of Assisi. Fraternity in one's own order: "no one has power 

or dominion over the others"; fraternity with the church, to live ecclesial communion; and universal 

brotherhood/sisterhood: creation, human beings, the world, nature, difficulties, joy ... everything becomes 

brotherhood/sisterhood. Seeking God, he finds a new heart. Learn to look at everything with the eyes and gaze of 

Jesus. Franciscan spirituality is a vocation of openness to a new fraternal and non-violent gaze with the human dignity 

of each person and with everything that surrounds us. 

 

                                       Translated by Carmen Aguilar, OFS,  

Reg.Formation Director 



 

 

 ***Local Fraternitys News ***  

                  

 

                                                                 
 

Our Lady of Guadalupe Fraternity #113 

Professions of Lisa Marie Lopez, Linda Pribble and James Yankovic                                        

   Sunday, July 18, 2021 at Holy Cross Retreat Center, Las Cruces, NM 

August 11, 2021 Renewal of Profession 

for Donna Hollis’ 38th Anniversary 

Other members renewing their 

professions are: Lori Grumet, Elvira 

Wilson, Myrna Gomez, Rebecca and Tony 

DeCorte. Celebration presided by Fr. Tom 

Smith, OFM Conv. 

 

¡La Fraternidad de “San Luis Rey, # 128” da gracias a Dios por 

una nueva hermana! 

El Domingo 25 de Julio, 2021, nuestra hermana, Rosa Isela Peña (Rosie) ,solicitó la Profesión a la 

Orden Franciscana Seglar en nuestra Fraternidad de “San Luis Rey, # 128”, para vivir una vida 

evangélica en un compromiso perpetuo de acuerdo con nuestra Regla. 

Ella profesó ante nuestra Ministra, Eva Aguilar, OFS, siendo el Celebrante de la Eucaristía y testigo 

de la Profesión de Rosie, el P. Fr. Andrés Sosa, OFM y estando presentes miembros de nuestra fraternidad 

como hermanos y hermanas de otras fraternidades de nuestra Región. 

La Formadora de nuestra Fraternidad, Imelda Aguilar, OFS, entregó a Rosie la Biblia, el Cristo de 

San Damián y la vela, símbolos que nos recuerdan que profesamos vivir nuestra vida pasando del 

Evangelio a la vida y de la vida al Evangelio. El Cristo de San Damián nos recuerda que hemos de estar 

siempre vigilantes y atentos a la voz de Jesús por el Espíritu Santo, para poder ser fieles a lo que 

profesamos, y la vela nos recuerda la luz de Cristo que recibimos el día de nuestro bautismo.   

Rosie estaba lista para profesar el año pasado, pero la pandemia vino a retrasar su profesión.  Sin 

embargo, esto no desalentó a nuestra hermana, sino que, al contrario, fortaleció más su convicción de que 

Dios la estaba llamando a comprometerse a vivir una vida evangélica en el seguimiento de Nuestro Señor 



 

 

Jesucristo siguiendo las huellas de San Francisco.  Su paciencia y obediencia no hicieron más que 

corroborar su espíritu propio de obediencia a la Orden, a la Fraternidad, a la Iglesia, y a las autoridades 

sanitarias que no estaban permitiendo la reunión de gente en las Iglesias.  

Nuestra fraternidad se alegra grandemente con esta hermana, ya que en todo el tiempo que Rosie 

estuvo en formación, siempre demostró ser hermana de todos, aunque todavía no hubiese profesado.  Ella 

es reconocida por toda nuestra fraternidad y por las personas que asistían a nuestros almuerzos el 4o 

domingo en nuestro Salón San Francisco, por su alegría, su capacidad de hacerse cercana a todos, su 

comprensión y amabilidad, su sentido de fraternidad y su espíritu de servicio. 

¡Bienvenida a la Orden Franciscana Seglar y a nuestra Fraternidad ! 

(English Translation)  

¡Alabado seas mi Señor por nuestra 

hermana Rosie Peña!                                           

The Fraternity of San Luis Rey, # 128 

praises God for a new sister! 

On Sunday July 25, 2021, our sister, Rosa Isela 

Peña (Rosie), requested Profession to the Secular 

Franciscan Order in our Fraternity of “San Luis Rey, 

# 128”, to live an evangelical life in a perpetual 

commitment according to our Rule. 

She professed before our Minister, Eva Aguilar, OFS, being the Celebrant of the Eucharist and witness 

of the Profession of Rosie, Fr. Andrés Sosa, OFM and being present members of our fraternity as well as 

brothers and sisters of other fraternities and other fraternities in our Region. 

The Formator of our Fraternity, Imelda Aguilar, OFS, gave Rosie the Bible, the San Damiano Cross, 

and the candle, symbols that remind us that we profess to live our lives going from Gospel to life and from 

life to Gospel. The San Damiano Cross reminds us that we must always be vigilant and attentive to the 

voice of Jesus through the Holy Spirit, in order to be faithful to what we profess, and the candle reminds 

us of the light of Christ that we received the day of our baptism.  

Rosie was ready to profess last year, but the pandemic came to delay her profession. However, this 

did not discourage our sister, but on the contrary, it further strengthened her conviction that God was 

calling her to commit to living an evangelical life in the following of Our Lord Jesus Christ, following in 

the footsteps of Saint Francis. Her patience and her obedience did nothing but corroborate her own spirit 

of obedience to the Order, the Fraternity, the Church, and the health authorities who were not allowing the 

gathering of people in the places of worship. 

Our fraternity is very happy with our sister, since in all the time that Rosie was in formation, she 

always proved to be everyone's sister, even though she had not yet professed. She is recognized by all of 

our fraternity members and by the people who attended our breakfast on the 4th Sunday in our St. Francis 

Hall, for her joy, her ability to get close to everyone, her understanding and kindness, her sense of 

brotherhood and sisterhood, as well as her spirit of service.  

 

Welcome to the Secular Franciscan Order and to our Fraternity, Rosie! 

Let us all give Praise to Our Lord for bringing us more Brothers and Sisters to 

our Franciscan Order 



 

 

Roger Bacon College, Sagrado Corazón de Jesús 

#108. 
The following events newly occurring at Sagrado Corazon de Jesus #108. 

1.- Our Fraternity has opened a small store at Roger Bacon. The store sells religious items and is run by 

our Franciscan members. Please come to visit our store. You may find that perfect gift! 

2.- The bulletins that are distributed at every Sunday Mass are written and published by our Franciscan 

Members at Roger Bacon College. 

3.- A new project that Sagrado Corazon has been longing to do has been implemented. We video record 

a testimony of a sister or brother from our fraternity. This video is played every Domingo de Cuerda and is 

viewed by the members of the fraternity. With this interview, we become familiar with the history and the 

evolution of every sister or brother; and their Fraternal journey in the life of our Secular Franciscan Order. 

1.- Recientemente se abrió una tienda pequeña de artículos religiosos en la capilla de Roger Bacon, de 

la cual están a cargo varias hermanas de la orden Franciscana y todo lo que se recauda es para 

beneficio de la capilla de Roger Bacon. 

2.- El boletín que se reparte en las misas de cada domingo en Roger Bacon se elabora por miembros de 

la orden Franciscana. 

3.- También se inició un proyecto a largo plazo en el cual se toma por video el testimonio de un hermano 

o hermana de la orden y se proyecta el día de Domingo de Cuerda. Esto se hace con el fin de renovar el 

espíritu franciscano, unir la fraternidad y seguir los pasos de Francisco y se pretende dar a conocer 

información de cada miembro de la orden referente al historial y evolución de cada hermano o hermana y 

su ejemplo dentro de la orden. Las Hermanas que han participado en el proyecto son: 

    
                                                

                           Guillermina Vega, OFS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Flora Guzmán OFS 
 
 
 
 
     

Ma. Elena 
Rodríguez, OFS                                     Ma.de Jesús Flores, OFS 

 



 

 

Espíritu Santo 
Fraternity #133 

Due to the Pandemic, the 
Rite of Admission of our 
candidates of Espiritu Santo 
#133 was delayed. Our 
fraternity was finally able to 
celebrate the Rite on Sunday, 
August 1st. Espíritu Santo 

Fraternity #133 now has six candidates. They are as follows: Hugo Godina, Esther 
Herrera, Maria Lozano, Diana Madrid, Roger and Ramona Velarde. Please keep them 
in your prayers as they journey on to their professions.              
 

St. Patrick #109 & Immaculada Corazon 
de Maria #135 gathered to celebrate of Feast of St. 

Clare Aug 11, 2021, at San Francisco de Assis with Mass 
and the distribution of the miracle of St. Clare’s blessing of 
the Bread.  

 
 

St Patrick Fraternity #109  
Our fraternity welcomed Richard Payaras and Victory Rodriguez into the community 

and into the period of inquiry on Aug. 25, 2021, at 
Roger Bacon Seminary. Present along with the 
fraternity was Richard’s wife Rose and family, Victor’s 
wife Yoli OFS. As newly elected formator, I am excited 
to guide them toward our Lord via footsteps of our 
Seraphic Father 
Frances. It truly is an 
honor to be the 
formator for this 

Fraternity and have the trust along with that of my wife 
Margarita and children who were also present at this 
most joyous celebration. Keep Richard and Victor in 
Prayer.           Billy Briceno OFS Formation Director                                                                  
 

Quality and not Quantity for we 
are to 

“Live a Life  Worthy of your Calling” 



 

 

 FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOUR FAMILY 

Gigi, our Regional Vice-Minister, and member of 

Mary Immaculate #106 is very proud of her son, 

John, as he takes the reins of the new Head 

Baseball Coach at Del Valle High School, El Paso, 

Texas on July 26, 2021. 

Gigi, Congratulations to your son, John! 

 

 

 

50th Wedding Anniversary 

celebrated with joy by Arturo and 

Sofia Villarreal, OFS, members of 

St Patrick Fraternity #109 on 

August 22, 2021. “Our Lord has 

blessed our marriage with some little bit of 

trials, but much happiness”. 

 

 

 

The purpose of all relationships is to create a sacred context within which you can 

express the fullness of who you are.    

                                                   Neale Donald Walsch (An American author/series Conversations with God.) 

 
 

 



 

 

REST IN PEACE SISTER & BROTHER 

                        

      July 10, 1950 - June 26, 2021 

VICKIE MAE EARL, OFS, a lifelong member of the Roman 

Catholic Church. In 1988 at the celebration of the Feast of 

the Assumption at St. John Neumann Church in Lubbock, 

TX, she was graced by our Lord in a very special way 

resulting in a more intimate relationship with Him. She 

made several spiritual pilgrimages to Rome, Assisi, 

Lourdes, Fatima and Medjugorje. During the pilgrimage to Rome with her 

Fraternity, she was privileged with a personal meeting with Pope John Paul II. 

For 28 years she was an active Professed member of Mary Immaculate 

Fraternity #106 in El Paso, TX. During the last 33 years of her life, she served Our 

Lord, her Franciscan brothers and sisters at both the Local and Regional Levels, 

and her family and friends. She was devoted to her vocation in the Secular 

Franciscan Order. She attended many of the local and regional Franciscan 

retreats which increased her love for St. Francis and    St. Clare. She also attended 

the OFS-USA “Quinquennial” Congresses in Pittsburgh, PA, and St. Louis, MO. She 

will be greatly missed by those who   knew and loved her. 

Maurice Hayes, OFM Conv. 

Solemn Vows 1965- Died July 14.2021 

Was always mistaken as Santa Claus or a retired 

Cowboy. As a Franciscan, he ministered quietly and 

humbly, always finding new ways to spread the 

message of God’s Love to the people he served. He spent 

most of his time serving in various parishes in the USA, 

and particularly in our Region at Our Lady of the Valley 

Catholic Church in El Paso, Texas. He was very intelligent and really 

an introvert but showed his joy of the Gospel in a very simple way. 

 



 

 

National News 

NAFRA held a Special Zoom Meeting on August 22nd, 2021, to discuss the date for the NAFRA 
Chapter Election Meeting.  The Regional Ministers and NEC voted to have the  
Elections the week of October 11-15, 2022, in Detroit. 

 

“Q” 2022- Phoenix Ariz. Aug.2-5 2022   Please read the TAU-USA for all updates 

and detail information. Also, please make your reservations early, we want all our Region #75 

to attend so we may have a great representation!  

Regional News 

As a Region we have continued to assist our sister Fraternity, Sta. Clara, in Juarez, MX, by 

supplying them with the much needed medical gloves for the hospital staff in Juarez. They are 

greatly thankful for the effort that is being made by our Region & our local fraternities and will 

keep us in prayer.   

JPIC - The National JPIC Award Recipient for Year 2021 was selected from our Region, Our Lady 

of Guadalupe #75.  The winner was Donna Hollis, OFS, of Our Lady of Guadalupe Fraternity 

#113 in Las Cruces, NM. We congratulate her for her work in the field of Peace and Justice. 

There were 8 other worthy nominees.  All have greatly contributed to the JPIC area.  Because of 

a tie, the National Minister, Jan Parker chose the winner.  As Donna stated, “…I realize that this 

award represents all of us that work tirelessly for peace, justice and integrity of creation…” 

 Archives - The files have been picked up from Rena & Victor 

Xuereb OFS, St. Anthony Fraternity #101. 

We as a Region have really had great 

brothers and sisters to help us. Victor was 

our 2nd  Regional Minister and Rena was a 

Regional Formator.  She went on to 

participate at the National Level in 

formation. They  have worked very hard to 

keep these files all these years. God Bless 

you both. This is a team that really worked 

together. A van was rented to 

accommodate all these boxes and bring them back to El Paso.  They will be stored at Roger 

Bacon College. We thank Fr. Arturo Bustamante, OFM, and the friars at Roger Bacon College for 

allowing the Region to have this storage area.   



 

 

           Elizabeth Trevino, OFS, Ecumenical and Interfaith Rep.  

                                                               REC Report- May 21, 2021 

During these past few months, I have had the privilege to attend the webinars that the 

Archdiocese of Santa Fe office of Social Justice and respect for life has been offering, and its 

FREE! I know that I have sent this information to most ministers, and I understand that I 

have mentioned these webinars a lot but, this is an important topic and it is so important in 

being in the know when it comes to trying to understand those who have been held back 

because of their race, or color. These webinars are carefully thought out and they have 

chosen really good speakers. These webinars are exploring the Pastoral Letter Against 

Racism by the U.S. Catholic Bishops. The letter is explained by the speakers and we even 

have time to go into groups to share and see what others are doing. I was fortunate to have 

met 2 ladies from the Parish of St. Joseph of the Rio Grande in Albuquerque N.M and was 

invited to visit them whenever I go to Albuquerque.  We were given a time frame and 

questions so that we can answer and share with our group. These webinars are held in the 

evening and for only an hour and a half. You will find the document OPEN WIDE OUR 

HEARTS: THE ENDURING CALL TO LOVE –A PASTORIAL LETTER AGAINST, RACISM on the 

web at www.usccb.org.  

There will be one more Webinar Part 4: Walk Humbly with God, in June (TBA). If you would 

like more information text me or call me or just email me. These series have been recorded 

and are in You Tube.  

Part 1. What is Racism with Deacon Art Miller 

Part 2. “Do Justice” with Ms. Donna Grimes 

Part3. Love Goodness: The Urgent Call of Love. Ms. Mary Leisring 

Part 4.  

 Ecumenical and interfaith is something we do on a daily basis and we don’t even realize it. 

Share a smile to someone other than family, talk to someone who is a total stranger, 

helping someone in need by paying for their groceries or paying for their gas. It does not 

matter what we look like, we are all called to help and lend a hand and be peaceful. When 

we walk with God, we don’t see with our eyes we see with our hearts. 

I hope to see some of you at this next webinar! 

Paz y Bien, 

Elizabeth Trevino, O.F.S. 

http://www.usccb.org/


 

 

Regional Multicultural Representative 

Lita Pino, OFS, #133 Espíritu Santo,  

Appointed Councilor 1 and Acting Secretary 

 

One of my first outings after the pandemic turned out to be a multicultural experience. I had read Willie 
Guadalupe, National Multicultural Representative’s story, where prayer over a cancer patient brought 
the Spanish and English groups together.   
 
I was invited to a piano concert at my neighbor’s home.  Around fifty people showed up. The group 
consisted of Anglo, Hispanic, Mexican, Asian, South American, young, old, etc. My friend played 27 Bits 
and Pieces of Broadway, from 1927 to 1966.  At the end of the beautiful piano music, it was amazing 
how people of all cultures and ethnic groups enjoyed discussing the different characters and songs of 
the Broadway shows. Music as does prayer has no barrier when it comes to languages and  
God’s children.  
 
As Willie stated, it is not just her story, it is all our stories. At some point in our spiritual journeys and our 
various walks of life, we will experience the power of God’s love and unity.  Therefore, we should 
recognize the abundant diversity of cultures, respect the differences, acknowledge the validity of 
different cultural expressions and contributions, value what other cultures offer, and encourage the 
contribution of diverse groups.  Thanks to Willie’s story, I quickly realized mine, am sharing it with yours, 
realizing God’s presence in all our stories.  
 
 
 

 



 

 

             20th Quinquennial Congress

 

"To celebrate and renew 

our Franciscan calling in 

the spirit of conversion" 

OUR Franciscan Jubilee is 

Back on! 

        

Registration Aug 1-Dec30   

information will be posted on the 

OFS website: 

https//secularfranciscansusa.org/

RECOGNITION OF 15 – 35+ YEARS ANNIVERSARY OF PROFESSION 

Donna Hollis, OFS, Our Lady of Guadalupe #113 August 11, 1983 

Leticia Koppa, OFS, St. Francis/Santa Fe #121 July 9, 2006 

Eric Emler, OFS, Mary Immaculate #106 July 15, 2006 

Marie Emler, OFS, Mary Immaculate #106 July 15, 2006 

 



 

 

TENTATIVE 
ELECTIONS/ VISITATIONS/ORIENTATIONS 2021-2024 

(August, 2021) 

The following dates for your elections and visitations can be changed according to your needs.  This  
Schedule is only a draft with projected dates. It is a work-in-progress. 
 

ELECTIONS 2021 
(NOTE: where Visitation and Election are listed together; Visitations will be held in morning with outgoing 

Council. Elections in the afternoon.) 
#101 St. Anthony – Visitation and Election Retreat/Elections on 9/26/21, Sun. 
#114 Santa Isabel de Hungria – Election Retreat/Elections on 11/14/21 
#104 St. Margaret of Cortona – Visitation and Election Retreat/Elections on 12/04/21 
#119 St. Francis (Roswell) – Election Retreat/Elections on 12/05/21 
#129 St. Juan Diego – TBD, 3rd Sat., 4 p.m. 
#130 Bros. & Sisters – TBD, 3rd Sat 10:00 a.m. 
 
 

ELECTIONS/VISITATIONS 2022 
#106 Mary Immaculate –Election Retreat/Elections on 03/06/2022 (1st Sun.) 
#107 Queen of Angels – Visitation and Election Retreat/Elections on 7/10/2022 
#135 Inmaculado Corazon de Maria – Election Retreat/Elections on 8/07/2022, 11:00 a.m. 
#113 Our Lady of Guadalupe – Election Retreat/Elections on 10/09/2022 
#121 St. Francis (Santa Fe) – TBD, 2nd Sat., 10:00 am 
 

 
ELECTIONS 2023 

#133 Espiritu Santo - Election Retreat/Elections on 2/09/2023 (3rd Sun.)  
#108 Sagrado Corazon de Jesus – Election Retreat/Elections on 8/23/2023 (1st Sun. 11:30 am) 
 

ELECTIONS 2024 
#109 St. Patrick’s  - Election Retreat/Elections on 2/2024 (3rd Sun.) 
#128 San Luis Rey – Election Retreat/Elections on 8/2024 (4th Sun. 8 am)  
  
 
#126 Santa Chiara            Transitioning into a cell 
 

VISITATIONS 
#133 Espiritu Santo                     9/12/21, (2nd Sun.) 
#135 Inmaculado Corazon de Maria (formerly Sagrado Corazon de Maria) 10/10/21, (meets 1st Sun. 
     after 11 am Mass) 
#113 Our Lady of Guadalupe    11/07/21, (meets 1st Sun., 1 pm) 
#106 Mary Immaculate         02/06/2022 (2 p.m. 1st Sun.)  
 
 
ORIENTATIONS None 
 
Future Local and National Events: 
2022, January 9 - Epiphany Celebration, host Our Lady of Guadalupe #113 
2022, March – Chapter/Election Meeting, time and place TBD 
2022, August 3 – 7 “Q” – Phoenix, AZ  
2022, October 11-16 - NEC/Chapter/Meeting in Detroit 
 



 

 

 
 

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE EMPRESS OF THE AMERICAS REGION #75 

Regional Executive Council 

Regional Minister Sofia U. Villarreal, OFS, St. Patrick Fraternity #109 sofiaofs@yahoo.com 

Regional Vice Minister Gigi Gregory, OFS, Mary Immaculate #106 gggregory@sbcglobal.net 

Regional Secretary Suzanne Yebra, OFS, Queen of Angels #107 sdemock21@aol.com 

Regional Treasurer Vicka Earl, OFS (RIP) 

Regional Formation Director Carmen Aguilar, OFS, San Luis Rey Fraternity #128 

carmagui@aol.com 

Regional 1st Councilor Pedro Aguilar, OFS, Mary Immaculate #106 

alvarez.pedro@yahoo.com 

Appointed Regional 2nd Councilor Leticia Briones, OFS, Inmaculado Corazon de Maria #135 

lbriones@flyinterchange.com 

Provincial-Regional Spiritual Assistant Br. Gordon Boykin, OFM 

gordyboy45@aol.com 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 

  
Send Articles for LA TILMA 

Sofia U. Villarreal OFS & Gigi Gregory OFS 

Articles for future Newsletters must be received as follows: 

                          Winter: By 11/30 for 12/30 publication 

Submissions may be e-mailed. ALL fraternity members are invited and encouraged to take 

part and contribute Fraternity News of events—past or present, election results, professions, 

activities, as well as articles, poetry, etc. Do not forget to state Fraternity Name and Number and 

Location, as well as your own name and address when making a submission. 

**NOTE: Local Ministers are responsible for making copies and e-mailing of the Newsletter for 

all their local fraternity members. 

E-mail articles to sofiaofs@yahoo.com  or  gggregory@sbcglobal.net  LA TILMA Newsletter, Editors 

 

 

 

 

We thank you for your inputs/articles/pictures for our Regional Newsletter.  This is what 

makes the Regional Newsletter belong to all of us.  Also, please read the TAU-USA, the 

National Newsletter, for more information, formation, national and international news.   

 

 

 

mailto:sofiaofs@yahoo.com%20%20or%20%20gggregory@sbcglobal.net

