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Oracion por la pax en Ukrain

Join us in offering a petition to God for our
brothers and sisters under siege and
seeking refuge. Unase a nosotros para
ofrecer una peticidén a Dios por nuestros
hermanos y hermanas bajo asedio y
buscando refugio.

A faithful Ukrainian Catholic prays during a
service at the Garrison Church of Saints
Peter and Paul in the western Ukrainian city
of Lvivon March 7, 2022, 12 days after
Russia launched a military invasion against
Ukraine. (photo: Yuriy
Dyachyshyn/AFP/Getty)

Heavenly Father, Your Son taught us,
"Blessed are the Peacemakers, for they shall
be called Sons of God."

In this time of great concern, we fervently
pray that His Holy Spirit will sustain all the
people of Ukraine to be vigilant and
dedicated to peace and justice. Grant your
leaders wisdom and prudence. However,
may they also have the strength and

perseverance to defend their land from all
adversity and foreign attacks. Help us all to
live according to your Divine Will.

O God, our Father, in the days to come, we
beseech You to comfort those who suffer,
heal the wounded, and accept the souls of
the faithful who departed into Your
Heavenly Kingdom. We also ask that the
Blessed Mother of God extend her blessed
mantle of protection over our Ukraine.
Love.

Un fiel catdlico ucraniano reza durante
un servicio en la Iglesia de la Guarnicién
de los Santos Pedro y Pablo en la
ciudad ucraniana occidental de Lviv el 7
de marzo de 2022, 12 dias después de
que Rusia lanzara una invasion militar
contra Ucrania. (foto: Yuriy
Dyachyshyn/AFP/Getty)

Personal de reqistro Caracteristicas10
de marzo de 2022

Padre Celestial, Tu Hijo nos ensefié:
"Bienaventurados los Pacificadores,
porque seran llamados Hijos de Dios".
En este tiempo de gran preocupacion,
oramos fervientemente para que Su
Espiritu Santo sostenga a todo el
pueblo de Ucrania para que esté
vigilante y dedicado a la paz y la
justicia. Conceda a sus lideres sabiduria
y prudencia. Sin embargo, que también
tengan la fuerza y la perseverancia para
defender su tierra de toda adversidad y
ataques extranjeros. Ayudanos a todos
a vivir de acuerdo a tu Divina Voluntad.
Oh Dios, Padre nuestro, en los dias
venideros, te suplicamos que consueles
a los que sufren, sanes a los heridos y
aceptes las almas de los fieles que
partieron a Tu Reino Celestial. También
pedimos que la Santisima Madre de
Dios extienda su bendito manto de
proteccion sobre nuestra Ucrania.
Amar. |

Source: Ukrainian Catholic National Shrine of the Holy
Family | Fuente: Santuario Nacional Catdlico Ucraniano
de la Sagrada Familia




Message from Regional Minister
Dear Franciscan Family,

The new year has arrived, and we are already In
our fourth Month April 2022. As we look back
and see where we have been or what we have
done will make us wonder have | done what |
had to do to begin this Year better than before.
We started with our gathering for the epiphany
receiving our Lord in our hearts, his birth gave
us life again to begin anew. Then the
Candelaria feast of the three kings bringing
their gifts to our Lord. What gift did we have in
our hands to present to him? We entered the
time of lent to cleans ourselves of our sins
repent and to carry any crosses that we bear.
We must work to forgive those we who have
harmed us. Let us remember that all of this is
our Lord had to go through. This Easter we too
resurrected with him and feel the joy to believe
He is Alive!!! What more can | say, we shall
always have an opportunity to be a Child of
God. So, brothers and sisters always be prepare
to his great coming and be in grace. r we do not
know our day and hour. | Love all of you and will
always keep you in prayer. Our family is the
reason we exist, and this is what makes us
strong, remain together, stay together, and
pray together.

Now in this time of War with Ukraine and
Russia, the prayers will be their strength and
may they come to a peaceful end. Pray the
Rosary offer it up to them and pray for all who
have died during this time.

Peace and Good

Sofia U. Villarreal, OFS, Regional Minister

MESSAGE/GREETINGS
Brother Gordon, OFM
Provincial-Regional Spiritual Assistant

Dearest sisters and brothers in St. Francis —

There are two beautiful and contemplative
thoughts that could easily be spoken as
mantras: “from womb to tomb” and “from crib
to cross.” Also, there’s the challenge: “If you
were put on trial for being a Christian, would
there be enough evidence to convict you?”

Although the answer would be: “Of
course . .. there’ll be more than enough
evidence to convict me!”, each of us would feel
as though we could have lived a stronger life as
a Christian—and Franciscan. A beautiful thing
about Franciscan community is that we not only
have the opportunity to see Christ in others but,
also, to see Francis in our Fraternity sisters and
brothers.

As the great Solemnity of Pentecost
approaches, let us, again, recall what Francis
said: “The Holy Spirit is the true head of the
Order.” How blessed are we to receive her gifts
(wisdom, understanding, counsel, courage,
knowledge, piety, reverence) and fruits (love,
joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity,
faithfulness, generosity, self-control). If we
each really cooperate with God’s grace to see
and realize every one of these 19 blessings in
each sister and brother, it will be a spiritual
“elixir” that strengthens and develops the Order
by way of each member.

May you witness a miracle of Pentecost
within your Fraternity,

Br. Gordon Boykin, OFM



MESSAGE/GREETINGS
Gigi Gregory, OFS
Regional Vice-Minister

Here we are! It is Spring; flowers are growing
and so is our faith. Easter has past and we are
renewed in knowing we will one day be
resurrected as Our Lord has been. We will see
our loved ones that have gone before us. What
joy to know that!

Let us all be joyful in our journey as
Franciscans. Let us do what is ours to do. Smile
more, laugh more, hug more but most of all
love more.

Now that we can let’s reach out to each other
with faith, hope and charity. Someone recently
said to me, “Faith is a gift”. For all of us that
have faith let us rejoice and pray for those that
don't.

God help us see you in all your

creation. We thank you for the gift of

faith. God bless you all my dearest Brothers
and Sisters and love you all.

Gigi, ofs,
your Regional Vice-Minister.
With much love and carifio,




Quinguennial
Congress

OFS-USA

3-7 August 2022
Phoenix, AZ

the 2022 Quinquennial Rooming Options,” which lists all available possibilities. If you have further questions
after reading the flyer, email ofsusa.qcongress@gmail.com

If you need to cancel a reservation you have already made with the Sheraton, do NOT call the hotel. Instead,
please contact the Q committee at ofsusa.gcongress@gmail.com so we make sure the room stays in our room
block.

If you have already registered, please remember to update your registration. If you are registered for the Q,
you need to go back to your RegFox account to enter flight info to qualify for a chartered bus provided to/from
PHX airport and choose breakout sessions. Need help doing this? See the latest TAU USA — page 29 — now
online and soon in your mailbox.

For more of the latest updates on the Quinquennial, OFS USA Quinquennial UPDATE — April 2022

More information is also available on the website. Click Quinquennial on the homepage.

AN EXPERIENCE OF A LIFETIME”

Come celebrate with your Franciscan family the JUBILEE of our Order's 800th
anniversary of Memoriale Propositi, and the 100th anniversary of our National
Quinquennial Congress!

Official Q 2021 Prayer

Lord God, Heavenly Father, we come before you in awe of your love for us. We acknowledge your Divine seed
in everyone.

Through your merciful compassion help us to see our need for conversion. In our service to each other let us
experience this time of JUBILEE!

We walk the path before us upon foundations built by our brothers and sisters. We are thankful for our
present and excited for our future, always believing that you, O Lord, guide our journey.



There iIs an updated translation of the OFS Rule,
Constitution and Ritual

by Jan Parker, National Minister

Does this mean there is a new Rule?

No. The Rule itself has not changed, meaning that the update did not affect the articles of the
Rule. The General Constitutions and the Ritual have also not changed.

Then why the “update”?

What is different now in the Rule and Constitution?

The updates were made taking into consideration the new English translation of the Early
Sources found in the three-volume series, Francis of Assisi: Early Documents (FA:ED), edited by
Regis Armstrong, OFM Cap., Wayne Hellmann, OFM Conv., and William J Short, OFM, published
between 1999-2001. Incorporating the new translation only affected the Prologue of the Rule
and the footnotes. The Prologue is from the new translation, and is slightly different from how
it was previously written. The footnotes now reference the three-volume series of FA:ED,
which is very helpful. The Constitutions also incorporate new footnotes referencing FA:ED.

Remember that St. Pope John Paul Il encouraged us to “Study, love, live the Rule of the Secular
Franciscan Order!” A list of wonderful ongoing formation resources on the Rule can be found
on our website: (https://www.secularfranciscansusa.org/the-rule-of-the-secular-franciscan-

order/

This is also a good opportunity to remind you that all the early source writings can be accessed
online courtesy of the Commission on the Franciscan Intellectual-Spiritual Tradition (CFIT).

Here is the Franciscan Intellectual Tradition

(https://www.franciscantradition.org/early-sources)

Here you can find everything written by Francis, Clare, Celano, Bonaventure and more. The
website gives an instructional video on how to search for a particular passage.



THE REGIONAL FRATERNITY
OF OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE,
EMPRESS OF THE AMERICAS REGION #75

April 30, 2022
Dear brothers and sisters,

May the Lord give you peace! The Regional Fraternity Council has asked me to serve as the
chair of the Nominations Committee. The 2022 Regional Chapter Elections is announced with
the following details:

1) Election date and location:
Saturday morning, September 17, 2022
Regional Chapter Elections — Region #75

El Paso, TX
2) Positions to be filled are:
Regional Minister Regional Treasurer
Regional Vice-Minister Regional Formation Director
Regional Secretary Regional Councilor 1

Regional Councilor 2
3) Nominations are now being accepted.
Nominations close July 31, 11:59 p.m.
4) Please nominate well-qualified, in good standing, active and permanently professed Secular
Franciscans to serve in these positions. You may nominate a person for more than one position.

You may nominate yourself. You may also nominate those still holding positions in the council.

5) Please send your nomination (NAME, ADDRESS, PHONE NUMBER, EMAIL ADDRESS)
either via electronic e-mail or via postal mail to:

Leticia Briones, OFS
8308 Shaver Dr.
El Paso, TX 79925

E-mail: Ibriones@flyinterchange.com

Please distribute this letter to the members of our region. All professed members may make
nominations.

Thank you for your cooperation and participation.
Blessings,

Leticia Briones, OFS
Chair, Nominations Committee



NATIONAL ELECTIONS

Dear brothers and sisters,

May the Lord give you peace! The National Fraternity Council has asked us to serve as the co-chairs of
the Nominations Committee. The 2022 National Elective Chapter is announced with the following
details:

1) Election date and location:
Saturday morning, October 15, 2022
National Elective Chapter
Detroit, Michigan

2) Positions to be filled are:
National Minister National Treasurer National Councilor 3
National Vice-Minister National Councilor 1 International Councilor
National Secretary  National Councilor 2

3) Nominations are now being accepted.
Nominations close June 30, 2022, at 11:59PM.

4) Please nominate well-qualified, permanently professed Secular Franciscans to serve in these
positions. You may nominate a person for more than one position. You may also nominate yourself.

5) Please send your nomination (NAME, ADDRESS, ZIP CODE, EMAIL ADDRESS) either via electronic e-
mail or via snail-mail to both:

Kate Kleinert, OFS A Emma Lozowsky, OFS
408 Custer Ave, Glenolden, PA 19036 N 6817 White Oak Court, Edwardsville, IL 62026
E-mail: kkleinert@msn.com D E-mail: ofs.minister.prairie@gmail.com

YOU MUST SEND YOUR NOMINATION TO BOTH CO-CHAIRS TO AVOID THE POSSIBILITY OF ANY
NOMINATION BEING LOST IN THE MAIL/E-MAIL.

Please distribute this letter to the members of your region. All professed members may make
nominations.

Thank you for your cooperation and participation.

Blessings,
, .
{C/[ (d}f/ %mma
Kate Kleinert, OFS Emma Lozowsky, OFS

Co-Chair, Nominations Committee Co-Chair, Nominations Committee



Dear brothers and sisters in our beloved Region of "Our Lady of Guadalupe,
Empress of the Americas #75. Peace & All Good! Peace and Good!
| will start by encouraging you all to read and use the On-Formation that is sent to you

on Fridays. Diane Menditto, National Formation Committee Chair putsin a lot of time
and work to enrich us with formation. If you haven’t read any please do so! You won’t
be disappointed. Below is an example of the “jewels” of information sent.

Peace and Good!

Your sister in Christ, St. Francis and St. Clare,

Carmen Aguilar, OFS, Region #75, Regional Formation Director

Formation Friday April 22, 2020
Please share with your local fraternity (en espafiol abajo)

[t is important that we get to know the many writings left to us by our founder. Franciscans are blessed to have
many of St. Francis’s and St. Clare’s writings. By reading what they wrote, and praying as they prayed, we allow
the Holy Spirit to strengthen our vocation and how we live the Franciscan Charism.

In 1224, after St. Francis had received the Sacred Stigmata on Mt. La Verna, he wrote the Praises of God. These are
in his own handwriting. On the other side of that parchment, Francis wrote the Blessing for Bro. Leo who was with
him on Mt. Laverna. (See graphic). You can read further background on this writing and read all the early
documents at the link below.

PRAISES OF GOD -- FRANCISCAN TRADITION WEBSITE

The Praises of God

1You are the holy Lord God Who does wonderful things. Ps 77:15 [Vulgate, Ps 76:15] a
2You are strong. You are great. Ps 86:10 [Vulgate, Ps 85:10] You are the most high.
You are the almighty king. You holy Father, Jn 17:11

King of heaven and earth. Mt 11:25

3You are three and one, the Lord God of gods; Ps 136:2 [Vulgate, Ps 135:2]

You are the good, all good, the highest good,

Lord God living and true. 1 Thes 1:9

4You are love, charity; You are wisdom, You are humility,

You are patience, You are beauty, You are meekness, Ps 71:5 [Vulgate, Ps 70:5]

You are security, You are rest,

You are gladness and joy, You are our hope, You are justice,

You are moderation, You are all our riches to sufficiency.

5You are beauty, You are meekness,

You are the protector, Ps 31:5 [Vulgate, Ps 30:5] You are our custodian and defender,
You are strength, Ps 43:2 [Vulgate, Ps 42:2] You are refreshment. 6You are our hope,

You are our faith, You are our charity,



You are all our sweetness, You are our eternal life:

Great and wonderful Lord, Almighty God, Merciful Savior.

Please read the praises above. Read through once. Then prayerfully consider each word and sentence a second time.
¢ What do the words and phrases that St. Francis wrote about God tell you about his relationship with Him?

* Choose four words or phrases that touch you deeply. Spend some time thinking about why you chose those words.
¢ How do these ideas about God reflect your personal relationship with Him?

¢ How do these ideas inspire you to make changes in your own life in order to strengthen your relationship with God?

e Personal challenge: In this season of rejoicing, choose a particular way you can strengthen your relationship with God. See if you can carry
it out this week.

el T 0T U (0] B e bl
Formation Friday 22 de abril, 2022 Por favor compartir con su fraternidad local

Es importante que conozcamos los muchos escritos que nos dejé nuestro fundador. Los franciscanos tienen la bendicion de tener muchos
de los escritos de San Francisco y Santa Clara. Al leer lo que escribieron y orar como ellos oraron, permitimos que el Espiritu Santo
fortalezca nuestra vocacion y como vivimos el carisma franciscano.

En 1224, después de que San Francisco recibié los Sagrados Estigmas en el Monte La Verna, escribié las ALABANZAS DEL DIOS ALTISIMO.
Estos son de su puiio y letra. En el otro lado de ese pergamino, Francisco escribio la Bendicidn para el Hno. Leo que estaba con él en el
monte Laverna. Puede leer mas antecedentes sobre este escrito y leer todos los primeros documentos en el siguiente enlace:

FRANCISCANOS.ORG

Aqui se encuentra LA BENDICION AL FRAY LEON:

Alabanzas del dios altisimo

Tu eres santo, Sefior Dios Unico, que haces maravillas.

Tu eres fuerte, tu eres grande, tu eres altisimo, tu eres rey omnipotente, tu, Padre santo, rey del cielo y de la tierra.
Tu eres trino y uno, Sefnor Dios de dioses, tu eres el bien, todo el bien, el sumo bien, Sefior Dios vivo y verdadero.

Tu eres amor, caridad; tu eres sabiduria, tu eres humildad, tu eres paciencia, tu eres belleza, tu eres mansedumbre, tu eres seguridad, tu
eres quietud, tu eres gozo, tu eres nuestra esperanza y alegria, tu eres justicia, tu eres templanza, tu eres toda nuestra riqueza a
satisfaccion.

Tu eres belleza, tu eres mansedumbre; tu eres protector, tu eres custodio y defensor nuestro; tu eres fortaleza, tu eres refrigerio.

Tu eres esperanza nuestra, tu eres fe nuestra, tu eres caridad nuestra, tu eres toda dulzura nuestra, tu eres vida eterna nuestra: Grande y admirable Sefior,
Dios omnipotente, misericordioso Salvador.

Por favor, lea las alabanzas de arriba. Léalas una vez. Luego, en oracién, considere cada palabra y oracién por segunda vez.

« ¢Qué le dicen las palabras y frases que San Francisco escribi6 sobre Dios acerca de su relacion con EI?

o Elija cuatro palabras o frases que te conmuevan profundamente. Dedique algo de tiempo a pensar por qué eligi6 esas palabras.
¢ ¢Como reflejan estas ideas acerca de Dios su relacién personal con EI?

e iComo le inspiran estas ideas a hacer cambios en su propia vida para fortalecer su relacién con Dios?

e Desafio personal: En esta temporada de regocijo, elija una manera particular en la que pueda fortalecer su relacion con Dios. A ver si puede llevarlo a cabo
esta semana.



NAFRA NEWS

Easter Letter from Tibor Kauser, General Minister
Rome, Easter 2022,

Dear brothers and Sisters,

Easter is the feast of joy, when the joy of the resurrection fills our hearts with hope
and gratitude. It is more important than ever to experience the depth of Easter and
what is the true joy of Easter for us, when we look around in the world and see so
many troubles around. Sometimes it looks right to ask: how can we discover the
glory of God among so many difficulties? What is our duty? How can we find the joy of Easter?

We are all facing many challenges. Many people all around the world, including many of our sisters and brothers are living in
war, in food crisis, in water crisis, in financial crisis or hit by natural disasters. Many are still suffering from the Covid-19
pandemic or from other diseases. All these things have caused a financial crisis, that has hit the world. Besides this, what is not
less important, we are facing moral challenges, too. We must face such moral questions which we never had to answer before,
and as | said in the report of the CIOFS Presidency at the General Chapter, we can see less divinity and therefore, less humanity
in the world. The fight between the good and the evil is taking more and more time and space. What | invite you all now is to
remember that the ultimate victory can never be won by evil. Christ has won the ultimate victory on the cross. This is what we
celebrate, and despite every difficulty, misery, poverty and marginalization, illness and weakness, Easter is a feast of joy, the
feast of the glory of God. In Human
terms the glory of God is not a success story. When Jesus died on the cross, there was only a small audience, no applauds, no
big catharsis except those who understood that the glory of God is in the sacrifice, in the love, in becoming “obedient to death,
even death on a cross”1. In the end of the story, however, it is not a failure but the best that could ever happen, the
resurrection, the new life. The glory of God is not what we expect but what God wants to give us in his eternal Love.

In this situation what we can see around us we shall do a lot of things and many of us are doing a lot of important and good
things. We must do our best to relieve the sufferings of those being hit by war, by disasters, by poverty. | would like to say
thanks from the depth of my heart to all of those, who have expressed their solidarity for our brothers and sisters in need
during these hard times. It is the sign of the true Franciscan generosity and fraternal spirit.

In the last General Chapter, we discussed the topic of leadership. It is a very important aspect of our life as being seculars,
belonging to an Order. In order to stay on the right path in leadership, now in the time of Easter we have to fix our eyes on
Jesus Christ, the perfect leader. We can learn from him, how to be good servant leaders. “I didn’t come to be served but to
serve”2. We have to learn how to help one another to live the secular Franciscan vocation, how to live the faith in Him.

We often seek Jesus lifting our heads and looking upwards, thinking that our leader has to be higher than we are. The truth is,
that we should look down, because Jesus is there, washing our feet, right now. The tools of our leadership should be the
washbowl! and the towel. All those of us, who have the service of leadership, should not want to be looked at up high, but
should be looked at down, while we are washing the feet of the others. Who should be an example for others, has to live from
the example of Jesus. We should take all aspects of the life of Jesus, including the service of others, the deep personal contact
with the Father, the temptations, the persecution, even the cross. Otherwise, we are admirers who look at him from a distance
but not disciples.

Let us bring the good news to the world! Let our fraternities be the signs of this faith, hope and love, places of shining
generosity of offering our services freely, places like the opened arms of Jesus welcoming and embracing everyone, places of
deep prayerful spirit and places of prophetic visions of our Christian and Franciscan Vocation!

I invite all of you to fix our eyes to the cross, which is the symbol of love: a sacrifice of love which endures until the death and
rises to eternal life so that everyone may have eternal life. This is the glory of God, and this is our hope.

| wish you all a blessed Easter
Your brother and your minister, Tibor Kauser
CIOFS General Minister



Regional Ecumenical and Interfaith Representative
Liz Trevino, OFS, #129 Saint Juan Diego
We are happy to announce that three of our sisters have applied for the Committee Chair position of the
National Ecumenical and Interfaith Committee.

They are Liz Trevino, OFS, #129 St. Juan Diego, she serves as Councilor for her fraternity and as our
Regional Ecumenical and Interfaith representative.

Terry Craig, OFS, #106 Mary Immaculate, she serves as the Secretary of her fraternity.
Israela Garcia, OFS, #101 St. Anthony Fraternity, she serves as Minister of her fraternity.

Any one of our sisters would be an asset as an appointed member at the National level. All three have
shown they are true servant leaders following our Franciscan charisma and way of life.

The application deadline was March 20, 2022.

Regional Muticultural Representative

Lita Pino OFS, #133 Espiritu Santo
Our daily Mass at Holy Family Church is attended by a close community of
different ethnic groups. The church is in the South Valley and some
addresses are hard to find. Recently we were all invited to a house
blessing at 1:00 P.M. The nice humble lady gave us a map, which included
mention of a blue house for identity of where she lived. My husband
drove and | tried following the map. Up and down the streets, but the
blue houses did not match the map. Finally, | spotted some familiar cars
and we parked next to them. There was a large turquoise house in the front and a smaller casita in the
back (which was also on the map and according to my interpretation was her humble little house). Her
blue was my turquoise. Her casita was my version of her house. Father Patrick went through the
inside of the large house blessing it while the rest of the people stayed outside chanting, “Bless this
house and all who live in it.” After the beautiful chanting and prayers, we were invited inside to a
banquet fit for royalty. Our friend had prepared different foods and wonderful desserts — Mexican,
Asian, Italian, Spanish, American. It's amazing how we interpret colors and descriptions differently.
Also, in my culture, a blessing is just that, a blessing, mostly prayers. (Sometimes there are light
refreshments).

This was a true multicultural experience. Different kinds, different minds.



LOCAL FRATERNITY NEWS

St. Anthony Fraternity #101 - Albuquerque, NM

Pictured are Paul Martinez, Israela Garcia, OFS, Minister and Marilyn Migliarini, OFS, Vice-
Minister. It was a full house that day at A Becoming Place. The fraternity welcomed 7 guests to
our gathering, several of whom may be interested in pursuing formation classes. A special
highlight of the day was the acceptance of Paul Martinez, husband of Margaret Martinez, OFS,
as an Affiliate to St. Anthony Fraternity. He was warmly received. As our Lenten prayer service,
we participated in a very beautiful and inspiring Franciscan Stations of the Cross.

Mary Immaculate Fraternity #106 — El Paso, TX

AN ‘ Our Franciscan community had a great loss recently. Our Spiritual Assistant, Father

“ AN Donald Joseph Adamski, OFM Conv., was called to his eternal home on March 28,

€ ' 2022, and our former Spiritual Assistant, Father John Curran, OFM Conv., was called

\ i to his eternal home on April 28, 2022. We are very saddened by this unexpected
E loss, yet we rejoice for them both as we know they will be greeted in the Father’s
embrace with choirs of angels and saints in heaven.
Fr. Don developed a deep love for God’s people and a wide appreciation for their
different cultures. “He was happiest when working with people,” a Friar said. “He
always had an easy way of being with them, and they always brought out the best in
him. He had a simple way of life, yet had a total devotion to ministry. He loved

pastoral ministry and had a gift for appreciating other cultures, but had a special love” for the Hispanic
culture.

Fr. John’s early love of words and language blossomed into a life of service to those
who struggle to be understood or hear the Good News of God’s Eternal Word. He
spent 35 years of his ministry in the southwestern United States, bringing his gifts
to the people and immersing himself in their language and culture. Even after he
retired and was at the retirement home, he would continue to share scripture
reflections with the friars and the members of our fraternity.

Both Fr. Don and Fr. John were wonderful shepherds, mentors and faithful servants
of the Lord. Our fraternity was very fortunate to have had them both as Spiritual
Assistants for a few short years, but we know they are smiling down on all of us and praying for the whole
Franciscan Order. We are so blessed to have many angels in heaven looking down on us and praying for us!
. Fr.Don and Fr. John, we love you and miss you greatly. May you rest in eternal peace.

Our fraternity also lost our sister Evangelina Cuaron, OFS, who passed on to eternal life
on April 8, 2022. Eva was professed on May 20, 2003, and was very active in the
fraternity for many years. These last few years she was very ill and was in a nursing
home. We will lovingly remember our sister Eva and pray that she is resting in

eternal peace with our Father in heaven. It’s been a sorrowful past two months

for our fraternity. Three of our members faithfully succumbed to their crosses

and we have gained three new intercessors. May they all rest in peace! Amen!




Santa Isabel de Hungria Fraternity #114 — Las Cruces, NM

#114 Santa Isabel de Hungria professed two candidates, Alejandro Flores and Maria Luisa
Escarcega on January 9, 2022, during the Epiphany Celebration at Holy Cross Retreat Center.
#113 Our Lady of Guadalupe Fraternity hosted the Epiphany Celebration this year.

St. Patrick Fraternity #109 — El Paso, TX

Along with this grand celebration at Holy Cross, fraternities from
El Paso also gathered there. Each received a prayer and our
patron Franciscan Saint for the year. This is the day that we

L select who will sponsor our next Epiphany Celebration. Arturo g
Villarreal, OFS, got the baby Jesus from the rosca de reyes. So next year, St.
Patrick Fraternity will sponsor the Epiphany celebration. See you next year!!!

Brothers and Sisters of St. Francis
Fraternity #130 - Plainview, TX
Elections held February 19, 2022
Left to right: Cipriana Garcia, OFS,
Minister Candy Vasquez, OFS, Secretary
Julia Aragon, OFS, Vice-Minister

Vera Arellano, OFS, Councilor 1

Norbert Bublis, OFS, Treasurer

Julia Villanueva, OFS, Councilor 2

Pictured on the right:
Pedro Alvarez, OFS, Regional Councilor |
Br. Gordon Boykin OFM, Regional Spiritual Assistant
Sister Martha Delgado, OSF, of St. Francis Mission Sisters
& Sofia Villarreal, OFS, Regional Minister



Saint Juan Diego Fraternity #130 — Lubbock, TX
Elections held February 20, 2022

Left to right: Fran Cimino, OFS — Vice-Minister,
Diane Pyle, OFS — Secretary,

Deacon Pete Paniagua, OFS - Formation Director,
Bob Rhoades, OFS - Treasurer,
Elizabeth Trevino, OFS - Councilor #2,
Lanell Ramos, OFS - Minister,

Matthew Woodruff, OFS- Councilor #1

— | +- BT
With the Friars at Saint Anthony’s Seminary, El Paso, TX

The fraternity also held an Enchilada fundraiser on April 23, 2022, at San Francisco de Asis Parish to
raise money for the Quinquennial Conference which will be held in Phoenix, AZ, Aug 3-7, 2022.

St. Francis Fraternity #121 - Santa Fe, NM
Newly Elected Council April 9, 2022

Pictured left to right: Rosalinda Velasquez,
Formation Director; Mary Dean, Minister, Angela
Lovato, Secretary; Vickie Ortiz, Treasurer, Rosina
Martinez, Counselor




TENTATIVE
ELECTIONS/ VISITATIONS/ORIENTATIONS 2022-2025
(MAY 2022)

The following dates for your elections and visitations can be changed according to your needs. This
Schedule is only a draft with projected dates. It is a work-in-progress.

ELECTIONS 2022
(NOTE: where Visitation and Election are listed together; Visitations will be held in morning with
outgoing Council. Elections in the afternoon.)

TENTATIVE ELECTIONS/VISITATIONS 2022
#106 Mary Immaculate —Election Retreat/Elections on 6/05/22/2022 (1st Sun.)
#107 Queen of Angels — Visitation/Election Retreat/Elections on 7/10/2022
#113 Our Lady of Guadalupe — Election Retreat/Elections on 10/09/2022
#135 Inmaculado Corazon de Maria — (9:30 a.m. Retreat, 11:00 a.m. Mass; Elections at 1:00 p.m.) on
10/10/2022
#104 St. Margaret of Cortona — Visitation and Election Retreat/Elections TBD
#114 Santa Isabel de Hungria — Election Retreat/Elections TBD

2023 TENTATIVE ELECTIONS

#108 Sagrado Corazon de Jesus — Election Retreat/Elections TBD (1 Sun. 11:30 am) - Elections

completed in 2020

#119 St. Francis (Roswell) — Visitation/Election Retreat/Elections TBD — Conference Zoom mtg held

4/23/22

#133 Espiritu Santo - Election Retreat/Elections TBD (3™ Sun.) - Elections completed in 2020
2024 TENTATIVE ELECTIONS

#101 St. Anthony — Election Retreat/Elections TBD - Elections completed in 2021

#109 St. Patrick’s - Election Retreat/Elections TBD (3" Sun.) - Elections completed in 2021

#128 San Luis Rey — Election Retreat/Elections TBD (4" Sun. 8 am) - Elections completed in 2021
2025 TENTATIVE ELECTIONS

#121 St. Francis (Santa Fe) —Election Retreat/Elections TBD - Elections completed in 2022

#129 St. Juan Diego — Election Retreat; Elections TBD - Elections completed in 2022

#130 Bros. & Sisters — Election Retreat; Elections on TBD - Elections completed in 2022

PENDING
#10002 “Forming Group” Fire of Assisi TBD; continued guidance with the group-Visitation 6/26/21
#126 Santa Chiara Process and Forms to transition into a cell - reply received

ORIENTATIONS
#101 St. Anthony — March 26, 2022 - Completed
#121 St. Francis (Santa Fe) — May 21st
#129 St. Juan Diego — May 21st
#130 Bros and Sisters -May 21st

Future Local and National Events:

2022, April 30 — Regional Formation Team Workshop, Zoom 10 a.m.

2022, May 7 — Formation Workshop for Local Fraternity Formation Directors, Zoom 10 a.m.

2022, August 3 - 7 “Q” - Phoenix, AZ

2022 - Regional Chapter/Election Meeting, Tentatively September 17, 2022, and place, El Paso, TX
2022, October 11-16 - NEC/Chapter/Elections/Meeting in Detroit



- )

RECOGNITION OF 50+ VEARS ANNIVERSARVY OF PROFESSION
St. Anthony #101 - Albuquerque, NM

Marie Allen, OFS - March 6, 1955

Hazel Herrera, OFS — May 23, 1965

Arthur Lente, OFS — October 22, 1945

Erma Lente, OFS — May 25, 1962
Mary Immaculate #106 — El Paso, TX

Maria Soledad Batista, OFS — March 23, 1969

Ann Brennan, OFS — November 17, 1965
Sagrado Corazdn De Jesus #108 — El Paso, TX — Flora Guzman, OFS — October 2, 1972
Santa Isabel de Hungria #114 — Las Cruces, NM — Carmen Lopez, OFS — October 3, 1956
St. Francis #121 — Santa Fe, NM

Jeannette Becker, OFS — November 1, 1965

Geraldine Dirks, OFS - February 9, 1964

Ida Pacheco, OFS — November 14, 1971

Rosina Silva, OFS - January 29, 1961

Ruby Singer, OFS — April 20, 1958

Betty Valencia, OFS — May 1, 1950
San Luis Rey #128 — El Paso, TX

Maria Guadalupe Herrera, OFS — March 2, 1958

Alfonso Vega, OFS — June 28, 1964

RECOGNITION OF 25+ YEARS ANNIVERSARVY OF PROFESSION
St. Anthony #101 — Albuquerque, NM

Frederick Bates, OFS — October 29, 1989

Avelina Battaglia, OFS — March 28, 1976

Joanne Elfers, OFS — October 24, 1993

Barbara Heilman, OFS — October 24, 1993

Connie Martinez, OFS — June 25, 1995

Michael O’Hearn, OFS — May 1, 1983

Gerry Rohrkemper, OFS — December 20, 1992

Jeannette Schlicher, OFS — March 13, 1983

Rex Schlicher, OFS — March 13, 1983

Ernestine Sedillo, OFS — June 25, 1995

Alcaria Valdez, OFS — October 29, 1989

Lydia Wroten, OFS — October 24, 1993

Rena Xuereb, OFS — October 24, 1993

Victor Xuereb, OFS — October 24, 1993
St. Margaret of Cortona #104 — Carlsbad, NM — Margaret Villa, OFS — March 6, 1996
Mary Immaculate #106 — El Paso, TX — Bonnie Franco, OFS — November 28, 1993
Sagrado Corazdn De Jesus #108 — El Paso, TX

Norma Castillo, OFS - February 7, 1988

Jesusita Flores, OFS — October 4, 1990

Socorro Gallardo, OFS — March 4, 1990

Elena Rodriguez, OFS — October 2, 1989

Guillermina Vega, OFS - February 5, 1989

Faustino Zamora, OFS — February 5, 1995




RECOGNITION OF 25+ YEARS ANNIVERSARVY OF PROFESSION (cont.)
St. Patrick #109 - El Paso, TX
Cecilia Bustillos, OFS — October 16, 1983
Adelina Frisbie, OFS — October 11, 1981
Maria Luisa LaChica, OFS — October 3, 1983
Socorro Lopez, OFS - January 27, 1987
Arturo Villarreal, OFS — October 3, 1983
Sofia Villarreal, OFS — October 3, 1983
Our Lady of Guadalupe #113 — Las Cruces, NM
Tony DeCorte, OFS —June 13, 1997
Lori Grumet, OFS — October 16, 1977
Donna Hollis, OFS — August 11, 1983
Santa Isabel de Hungria #114 — Las Cruces, NM
Olga Carrillo, OFS — October 4, 1984
Jose Moreno, OFS — October 3, 1975
St. Francis #119 — Roswell, NM
Richard Becker, OFS — May 14, 1982
Jane DeRose-Bamman, OFS — June 4, 1995
Patricia Lopez, OFS — October 3, 1993
Dolores McKinney, OFS —June 14, 1997
Blanche Stephens, OFS — October 21, 1984
St. Francis #121 - Santa Fe, NM
Frances Barela, OFS — April 13, 1980
Mary Dean, OFS — April 18, 1993
Mela Garcia, OFS — February 9, 1997
Nona Gregg, OFS — March 9, 1991
Anita Lopez, OFS — October 21, 1989
Clara Maes, OFS — November 13, 1977
Rosina Martinez, OFS — April 18, 1993
Theresa Ortiz, OFS — November 12, 1978
Trudy Padilla, OFS — March 20, 1994
Joanne Proulx, OFS — October 21, 1989
Cecilia Rivera, OFS — October 4, 1987
San Luis Rey #128 — El Paso, TX
Carmen Aguilar, OFS —June 9, 1984
Eva Aguilar, OFS — April 5, 1981
Imelda Aguilar, OFS —June 9, 1984
Francisco Castillo, OFS — April 5, 1987
Maria Ines Chaparro, OFS — October 6,1997
Sonia Marrufo, OFS — June 13, 1980
Elva Saenz-Pardo, OFS — December 2, 1979
Saint Juan Diego #129 — Lubbock, TX
Eileen Gerber, OFS — March 1, 1996
Joe Krmnenec, OFS — March 25, 1993
Inmaculado Corazon de Maria #135 — El Paso, TX
Ester Elixavide, OFS — October 4, 1996
Juan Elixavide, OFS — October 4, 1996
Esther Perez, OFS —June 10, 1990
Graciela Rocha, OFS — October 4, 1985




Regional Executive Council

Regional Minister: Sofia U. Villarreal, OFS St. Patrick Fraternity #109, sofiaofs@yahoo.com
Regional Vice-Minister: Gigi Gregory, OFS Mary Immaculate #106, gggregory@shbcglobal.net
Regional Secretary: Suzanne Yebra, OFS Queen of Angels #107, sdemock21@aol.com
Regional Treasurer: Bonnie Franco, OFS Mary Immaculate #106, yfranco@aim.com
Regional Formation Director: Carmen Aguilar, OFS San Luis Rey Fraternity #128, carmagui@aol.com
Regional **! Councilor: Pedro Aguilar, OFS Mary Immaculate #106, alvarez.pedro@yahoo.com
Regional 2™ Councilor: Leticia Briones, OFS Inmaculado Corazén de Maria #135,

Ibriones@flyinterchange.com
Provincial-Regional Spiritual Assistant: Br. Gordon Boykin, OFM,
gordyboy45@aol.com

PAX ET BONUM

“Be strong, and take courage, all you who hope in the Lord”
[NAFRA Theme 2022-2023]

Articles for LA TILMA
Sofia Villarreal, OFS Gigi Gregory OFS

Articles for the Newsletter for the Summer Edition, 2022 must be received by
7/01/2022 for 8/2022 publication
Submissions may be e-mailed. ALL fraternity members are invited and encouraged to take part and
contribute Fraternity News or events—past or present, election results, professions, activities, as well as articles,
poetry, etc. Don’t forget to state Fraternity Name and Location, as well as your own name and address when making
a submission.

**NOTE: Local Ministers are responsible for making copies/ e-mail of the Newsletter for all their local
fraternity members.

E-mail articles to Sofia Villarreal, OFS sofiaofs@yahoo.com , or Gigi Gregory, OFS gggregpry@shbcglobal.net,
LA TILMA Newsletter Editors




